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2009-10 Achievements & Principal Activities 

This paper is for information and summarises LowCVP’s achievements and principal 
activities during 2009-10 with a focus on in innovation. 

Overview 
 
This paper outlines key achievements and principal activities of LowCVP in 2009-10 with a 
focus those in the innovation area.  
 
Overall LowCVP highlights include: 
 

1. Designing the framework for, and roll-out of low carbon bus incentives and the £30M 
Green Bus Fund (GBF). Promotion and awareness raising activities led by LowCVP 
for the GBF contributed to the call being over-subscribed and has led to a second 
£10M call. 

2. Facilitating and successfully managing a major programme of work to define and 
incentivise low carbon trucks. Progress has contributed towards stimulating a £3.5M 
demonstration fund 

3. Launch of a used-car energy efficiency labelling scheme. Over 2,300 dealers have 
subscribed to the scheme that has attracted positive, widespread mainstream media 
coverage 

4. Stimulating interest in biomethane for trucks as an outcome from LowCVP research 
on high blend and gaseous biofuels. This includes a £3.5M biomethane 
demonstration fund 

5. Three ministerial meetings (two with Treasury, one DfT) 
6. Quantification of the carbon savings arising directly from its activities indicated 

savings of around 750kTCO2 since LowCVP was created including around 
300kTCO2 in 2009/10. On average LowCVP is saving carbon at a very cost-effective 
£6T CO2 

7. A highly successful LowCVP annual conference heard a key note addresses from 
Lord Andrew Adonis, the new Secretary of State for Transport in his first engagement 
and the London Mayor, Boris Johnson.97% of delegates defined the event as “Good” 
or “Very Good.”  

8. Sadiq Khan attended the launch of the used car label. 
9. LowCVP participated in three fringe meetings held under the auspices of the Climate 

Clinic at each of the major party conferences and hosted a dinner with the Tory 
Green Initiative. 

10. LowCVP Members contributed the equivalent of £900k of in-kind contribution 
11. Increased utilisation of the new car label and increased consumer awareness. The 

label is now deployed in 94% of new showrooms. Customer awareness has 
increased to over 50% 

12. Networking of leading cleantech automotive SMEs with prospective customers and 
investors through the Technology Challenge and an event attended by 50 potential 
investors 

13. Building resources and understanding to support cleantech automotive SMEs through 
a provision of a micro-site to aid access to finance; and study to identify the scope 
and gaps in resources to support emerging businesses.  

14. A further six successful LowCVP events including one highlighting opportunities for 
synergies between the safety and low carbon agendas  
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15. Promotion of the opportunities afforded by low carbon vehicles and fuels through 
participation in 31 conferences as a speaker, panellist or chair. In total over 2000 
delegates were addressed during the course of the year. 

16. Informing and moving forward the international debate on indirect land use change 
from biofuels through major conference contributions and Partnership papers. This 
included speaking at an EU sponsored seminar held as part of the Copenhagen 
Climate change talks 

17. Valuable evidence provided to the to the DECC Select Committee inquiry Low 
Carbon Technologies in a Green Economy 

18. Supporting with the implementation of the Renewable Energy and Fuel Quality 
Directives through expert input and coordination of stakeholder views 

19. Informing the development of the UK positions on the EU low carbon vans directive 
through successful management and delivery of a research project 

20. Considerable progress made towards a marketing best practice guide for cars 
21. LowCVP membership grew from 303 to 375 organisations during the year with new 

members predominately from small automotive engineering companies. 149 
organisations had formerly joined as owner-members. 

22. 77% of the work programme was delivered with a further 5% virtually complete. 
23. Seamless operation in the first year following incorporation including increasing the 

financial security of the Partnership by increasing reserves by £60k and diversifying 
funding streams. 

 

These achievements were delivered with a core Government funding of £699k (down from 
£765k in 2008-9). A further £89k of Government project funding was raised in 2009-10 
largely to support the Act on CO2 campaign and HGV activities. Contributions from members 
totalled £58k up from £36k in 2008-9.  

 

Focus on Innovation 
 
Disseminating opportunities 
IWG meets quarterly at members’ locations around the UK to debate projects, frequently with 
briefings and networking opportunities. Dissemination is reinforced to the group via dedicated 
email alerts to group members. Opportunities range from EPSRC, TSB and EU funding for 
R&D and demonstration and new resources to bespoke opportunities or requests for 
assistance. 
 
Critique of Resources Available to Emerging Businesses  
This gap analysis focussed on the distribution of public sector support schemes available to 
emerging businesses against technology readiness for market. It was qualified by a survey of 
notable emerging companies, gaining their perspectives of public sector support. Integrating 
these, the study made recommendations for initiatives needed to support the sector. 
 
Engaging Technology Customers 
The LowCVP Technology Challenge identified qualified, innovative new technologies from 
emerging businesses to promote to senior executives from vehicle and component 
manufacturers. The project addressed the challenge for the former to be differentiated and 
gain access to potential major customers, and for the latter to obtain credible new ideas. Six 
winners were identified and following a training workshop on how to engage automotive 
customers, each presented to an audience including senior executives from Jaguar Land 
Rover, Nissan, Denso, Unipart and numerous similar organisations at top levels of the supply 
chain. 
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Securing Investment in SMEs 
On 23rd March 2010 LowCVP held ‘Strategies and Opportunities to Invest in Low Carbon 
Automotive’ a strategic event held in the City targeted toward the financial services sector. 
The purpose of this event was to provide investors with a clearer picture of the direction of 
the automotive sector and how low carbon technology options compare. Attracting over 120 
registrations, the majority from the investment community, the event was a major success 
and milestone. 
 
Identifying the Low Carbon Vehicle Capabilities of the UK 
LowCVP initiated the creation of the Low Carbon Vehicle Automotive Directory of supply 
chain companies, technology developers and researchers in the UK. In forming the directory 
key stakeholder organisations and networks were engaged and the current, second edition of 
the Directory features over 250 UK organisation. LowCVP continues to support future 
updates of the publication.  


